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Specialist logging equipment puts Tumut in the spotlight

A a regional centre for tourism in the high
S country, Tumut is perhaps best known for
its access to the snowfields of New South Wales,
But when the snow melts the forestry industry gets
into top gear, growing pulp wood in the natural
farmed resources of pine plantations for the local
Visy paper mill.

The very specialised nature of the forest industry
has resulted in one local company concentrating
on bringing to Australia the very top level of tree
harvesting equipment from Canada.

Forest Centre, may sound like a tourism information
office but it’s the core business of Lex Mclean, the
joint founder of Forest Centre Pty Ltd and the importer
and distributor of Tigercat forestry machinery.

Forest Centre and Lex McLean commenced back
in 1982 and at that stage the group was engaged
in logging and transport as RYAM. Forest Centre
imported and sold the first Tigercat machine in October
1999. By 2006, Lex had changed the corporate focus
from the harvesting and transport segment to that of
importation of specialist logging equipment produced
by Tigercat of Ontario, Canada. This complimented
such specialist names as Hultdins, the makers of
felling heads and forestry attachments, Indexator, the
manufacturers of rotators and forestry accessories and
ExTe, makers of specialist logging trailer equipment
and suppliers of air operated load binders and later
Baltrotors logging attachments to allow Forest Centre
to be a “One Stop Forestry Shop”.

The Tigercat products span a wide dimension of
the forest industry with specific designs of equipment
such as Feller Bunchers, Skidders, Forwarders,
Material Handling Equipment, Harvesters and Felling
Equipment.

Take a first look at any of the Tigercat units and the
immediate impression is one of strength. The width of
the steel plate and the robustness of the design are
immediately impressive. The designs are built to cope
with the wide variation of plantation conditions as well
as the seasonal variance of weather and temperature.
And while Tigercat may be at home in Canada with
temperatures well under freezing, its products are
equally at home in an Australian pine plantation where
on the day of PowerTorque’s visit the temperature
settled at 43 degrees.

For the uninitiated, it might help to explain the
terminology behind the equipment.

AFeller Buncher, whether wheel mounted or tracked,
is fitted with an accumulating Shear Head or Disc Saw
that resembles either a giant pair of secateurs or an
industrial sized brush cutter of oversized proportions.

As it moves forwards through the young pine trees
the hydraulic arm grabs the upright tree trunk while the
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